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§3430.312

(1) Research by multidisciplinary teams.
Of the amount allocated by the Direc-
tor for fundamental research under
this paragraph (a), not less than 30 per-
cent shall be made available to make
grants for research to be conducted by
multidisciplinary teams.

(2) Equipment grants. Of the amount
allocated by the Director for funda-
mental research under this paragraph
(a) not more than 2 percent shall be
used for equipment grants.

(b) Applied research. Of the amount
allocated by the Director for research,
not less than 40 percent shall be made
available to make grants for applied
research.

§3430.312 Emphasis on sustainable ag-
riculture.

NIFA shall ensure that grants made
under this subpart are, where appro-
priate, consistent with the develop-
ment of systems of sustainable agri-
culture as defined in section 1404 of
NARETPA.

Subpart H—Organic Agriculture
Research and Extension Initiative

SOURCE: 75 FR 54761, Sept. 9, 2010, unless
otherwise noted.

§3430.400 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the program authorized under sec-
tion 1672B of the Food, Agriculture,
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
(FACT Act), as amended by the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
(FCEA), Public Law 110-246 (7 U.S.C.
5925b).

§3430.401 Purpose.

(a) The purpose of this program is to
make competitive grants, in consulta-
tion with the Advisory Board, to sup-
port research and extension activities
regarding organically grown and proc-
essed agricultural commodities.

(b) Grants may be made for the fol-
lowing purposes:

(1) Facilitating the development of
organic agriculture production, breed-
ing, and processing methods;

(2) Evaluating the potential eco-
nomic benefits to producers and proc-
essors who use organic methods;
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(3) Exploring international trade op-
portunities for organically grown and
processed agricultural commodities;

(4) Determining desirable traits for
organic commodities;

(5) Identifying marketing and policy
constraints on the expansion of organic
agriculture;

(6) Conducting advanced on-farm re-
search and development that empha-
sizes observation of, experimentation
with, and innovation for working or-
ganic farms, including research relat-
ing to production and marketing and
to socioeconomic conditions;

(7) Examining optimal conservation
and environmental outcomes relating
to organically produced agricultural
products; and

(8) Developing new and improved seed
varieties that are particularly suited
for organic agriculture.

§3430.402 Definitions.

The definitions applicable to the
competitive grant programs under this
subpart include:

Integrated project means a project
that incorporates the research and ex-
tension components of the agricultural
knowledge system around a problem or
activity.

§3430.403 Eligibility.

Unless otherwise specified in the
RFA, eligible applicants for the grant
program implemented under this sub-
part include:

(a) State agricultural experiment
stations;

(b) Colleges and universities (includ-
ing junior colleges offering an associ-
ate’s degree);

(c) University research foundations;

(d) Other research institutions and
organizations;

(e) Federal agencies;

(f) National laboratories;

(g) Private organizations or corpora-
tions;

(h) Individuals; and

(i) Any group consisting of 2 or more
entities identified in paragraphs (a)
through (i) of this section.

§3430.404 Project types and priorities.

For each RFA, NIFA may develop
and include the appropriate project
types and priority areas based on
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stakeholder input and as deemed ap-
propriate by NIFA. Duration and
amount of grants may vary depending
on the type of project.

§3430.405 Funding restrictions.

(a) Construction. Funds made avail-
able for grants under this subsection
shall not be used for the construction
of a new building or facility or the ac-
quisition, expansion, remodeling, or al-
teration of an existing building or fa-
cility (including site grading and im-
provement, and architect fees).

(b) Indirect costs. Subject to §3430.54,
indirect costs are allowable.

(c) Start-up businesses. NIFA does not
fund start-up businesses under this
subpart.

§3430.406 Matching requirements.

(a) In general. NIFA requires the re-
cipient of a grant under this section to
provide funds or in-kind support from
non-Federal sources in an amount at
least equal to the amount provided by
the Federal Government.

(b) Indirect costs. Use of indirect costs
as in-kind matching contributions is
subject to §3430.52(b).

(c) Waiver authority. NIFA may waive
the matching requirement specified in
paragraph (a) of this section with re-
spect to a grant if NIFA determines
that:

(1) The results of the project, while of
particular benefit to a specific agricul-
tural commodity, are likely to be ap-
plicable to agricultural commodities
generally; or

(2) When all three of the following
conditions are present:

(i) The project involves a minor com-
modity,

(ii) The project deals with scientif-
ically important research, and

(iii) The grant recipient is unable to
satisfy the matching funds require-
ment.

§3430.407 Program requirements.

Following the completion of a peer
review process for grant proposals re-
ceived under this subpart, the Director
may provide a priority for those pro-
posals, found in the peer review process
to be scientifically meritorious, that
involve the cooperation of multiple en-
tities.

§3430.504

Subpart |—Integrated Research,
Education, and Extension
Competitive Grants Program

SOURCE: 75 FR 54761, Sept. 9, 2010, unless
otherwise noted.

§3430.500 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the program authorized under sec-
tion 406 of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (AREERA), 7 U.S.C. 7626, as
amended by the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (FCEA), Public
Law 110-246.

§3430.501 Purpose.

The purpose of this subpart is to
make competitive grants for inte-
grated, multifunctional agricultural
research, extension, and education ac-
tivities.

§3430.502 Definitions.

The definitions applicable to the
competitive grant programs under this
subpart include:

Integrated program means a program
that brings the three agricultural
knowledge components (i.e., research,
extension, and education) together
around a problem or activity through
the award of integrated projects and
single component projects.

Integrated project means a project
that brings at least two out of three
agricultural knowledge components
(i.e., research, extension, and edu-
cation) together around a problem or
activity.

§3430.503 Eligibility.

The following entities are eligible to
apply for and receive a grant under this
subpart:

(a) Colleges and universities;

(b) 1994 Institutions; and

(c) Hispanic-serving agricultural col-
leges and universities (as defined in
section 1404 of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103),
and in the RFA).

§3430.504 Project types and priorities.

For each RFA, NIFA may develop
and include the appropriate project
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